
Most countries worldwide seem to be gradually recovering from the economic crisis of 2008. Only 
some parts of Europe are still suffering from a sluggish recovery and a poorer outlook than 
elsewhere.

The IMF's global growth forecast of 3.6% for 2014 is reassuring, but does not guarantee an 
immediate return to a comfortable position. We all know that the type of growth that we were 
accustomed to before 2008 is something that must be reinvented. We need to create new sources 
of development. That is how we see our role at Arma Plus. We must offer you alternatives. And 
we obviously cannot do so without making every effort to protect the natural resources that 
surround us. At Arma Plus, we are firmly committed to our CSR policy, which is explained in the 
section 'Did You Know?' We are also spotlighting special welded mesh, which may soon account for 
a significant share of the innovations in the reinforcing steel industry.

We are also planning to integrate the engineering office to provide more services, more 
efficiently. We are currently selecting our 'partners' for this. It is also important to promote discussions and communication among 
economic actors. This is a solution that we are setting up with general contractors. You can read about it on our new website 
(www.armaplus.com)

These developments must constantly take into account the realities in the field. That is why the arrival of new staff, like Luis Montana, 
in our management team, is a guarantee of our commitment to respect your requirements.

I hope you enjoy this issue.
Jean-Jacques TOUYA, Chairman
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An up and down market
In the first eight months of 2014, global crude steel production grew 2.2% compared to the first eight months of 2013. The 
biggest increase was posted in South Korea with +8.6% to 5,908 kT. The largest decline took place in Brazil, with -1% to 2,829 kT. 
China, meanwhile, grew 2.2% to 68,356 kT (still 50% of global production), the European Union increased by 3.4% to 14,185 kT 
and the USA grew 1.7% to 7,373 kT. The geographical distribution shows that 68% of crude steel is produced in Asia.

As regards prices, there seem to be two different trends: In North America we are seeing relative growth while in Asia and 
Europe, selling prices are suffering negative pressure. This results in, among others things, an increase of about 30% of the steel 
imports in the USA. Government measures could be taken to maintain a satisfactory level of national production.

http://www.meps.co.uk/USAviewpoint814.htm

Sources :
www.worldsteel.org — www.steelonthenet.com — www.meps.co.uk — www.eurofer.org 

Arma Plus is strongly committed
to sustainable development:
For several years, actions in favour of sustainable development have been naturally developing within our company:
• A videoconference room was installed in 2013, resulting in less travel and offering the ability to communicate worldwide 

without any CO2 emissions.
• We have installed dual screens at each work station to greatly reduce the need to print documents on paper.
• Initiated in 2013, the principle of all-digital marketing materials is now firmly entrenched. USB drives have replaced the 

folders full of glossy paper at expos. And the planet is healthier.
At the beginning of the year, we decided to implement this CSR policy combining social progress and a smaller environmental 
footprint. We set up a working group to monitor the concrete actions, optimize individual and collective consumption and create 
a healthier work environment. Our policy also promotes market transparency with our customers and partners.

For more information, please visit our new website.

Partners for good
Aveng Steeledale is a major player on the South African market. Arma Plus's 
customer for many years, Steeledale has about 20 branches using A+Software 
and connected via internet to a unique database called 'National DB'. This architecture provides a high level of shared 
information and immediate responsiveness to manage the 10 000 Tons of rebar produced each month.

Nad Runganathan is the IT Administrator of Aveng Steeledale

Can you tell us about your company?
We specialize in reinforcing steel industry for almost 60 years. In addition to the major cities of South Africa, we operate in 
neighboring countries. We mainly supply the construction industry. The rebar is cut, bent, delivered and fixed. We employ 
approximately 500 employees. We provide both public operators and private contractors.

What are the characteristics of your market?
To be competitive, responsive and efficient!

Why did you choose Arma Plus?
We chose Arma Plus and A + Software for the usability of the application software, ease of extracting information on the 
historical data records from the database. Our relations with Arma + are excellent and we can count on them when necessary. 
They know how to react quickly and effectively.

What is the impact of using A+Software?
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We measure our daily operations. It's easy to retrieve data knowing that everything we do every day is accessible at any time. 
Our production is optimized, scraps and offcuts are reduced. Scans and downloads on machines allow us to work with more 
precision and speed. The delivery control reports ensures that all or part of the elements were loaded according to customer 
orders. Our production schedules are managed by Arma + tools and all production orders are traceable.

And your relationship with your customers?
Being in the reinforcing industry for such a long period, one gets to know almost everything related to the industry and customer 
requirements, which sometimes are very challenging.

What is the effect on your business?
Our customers know that we are able to provide detailed reports with quantities and values and that our system is reliable.

How do you see the future with Arma Plus?
We will continue to work with Arma Plus that has simplified our work, compared to the software we used before. Arma Plus 
continues to be a key partner in our organization.

Something new in mesh business
We know that the revolution of special welded mesh is under way. It is easy to transport, easy to use, and meets technical 
requirements, which makes it an interesting option that one needs to be able to offer. Some actors in the concrete 
reinforcement industry have chosen to develop their production with this in mind, due to the availability of flexible, rapid and 
automated manufacturing lines. Some machines are now capable of producing special welded mesh almost as fast as standard 
mesh.
However, the line alone does not guarantee performance or sufficient return on investment. That is why Arma Plus offers a 
comprehensive and tailored solution that allows you to control the entire manufacturing process from panel design to loading on 
the truck. Arma Plus Software Welded Mesh Solution (A+TS) designs the panels based on the technical requirements (steel 
section, geometry of the surface to cover, wall thickness…), and the machines requirements. When planning production you no 
longer need to print labels, since A+TS sends them directly to the machine control panels. The system is even able to warn the 
scheduler that the shape of the mesh is not compatible with the production tool. The machines have broad capacities (extra-fast 
wire change, change of diameters in the same sheet, shaping, storage, all with programmable robots) and multiple combinations; 
only the A+TS solution can manage and send the necessary information where it needs to go.
In the future, manufacturers of standard products may opt for these solutions to reduce their investment in stocks and fixed 
capital, while gaining flexibility. A+TS will probably be their best partner. 

News from Antoine Devineau
After spending two years racing Lasers, where the sailor's ideal 
weight is about 82 kg, I wanted to make a change. In fact with my 
1.91m and 87kg, it was hard to stay at a healthy weight 
corresponding to the boat. After discussions with my coach and my 
partners, I decided to switch to the «heavyweight» category for 
sailors weighing between 95 and 100 kg. No doubt I will certainly be 
more comfortable in this category, but I will have a lot of work to 
do. I need to gain weight by training specifically to build muscle. 
While it is always easier to gain weight than to lose, it still takes 
work. I'll write again in our next newsletter to let you know how 
things are going in the new boat class, the finn. 

Antoine Devineau

Nantes youth rugby team wins Cup
The U9 (under 9 years) team of the Stade Nantais won the Niort tournament under the colours of Arma +. In the early round 
matches they met and defeated the teams from Niort, Cognac, Saint Maixent and Cholet. In the afternoon they won the quarter-
final against Aytré and in the semi-finals, they defeated Saint Jean d'Angely. They triumphed in the final against their neighbours 
of the REC Rennes 2 tries to 1. 

Arma Plus at Intermat Paris
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We will be exhibiting at the Intermat show in Paris from 20th till 25th April 2015. For the first time in Europe, the 'World of 
Concrete' exhibition will also be part of it. Meet us at hall 7 stand G 054. 

An expert joins
Arma Plus is pleased to announce the arrival of Luis Montana, who will be a great asset to 
our management team.

We have known Luis for 20 years, when as CEO of Armacentro in Spain, he chose the Arma Plus 
solution for his company. He used A+ Software to manage the reinforcements, welded wire 
mesh and piles produced by Armacentro. Luis led the project of the factory that produced 
40,000 tons per month (with peaks of 60,000). He then joined a French group and worked as 
general manager of the reinforcement division for several years.
Luis will use his field experience and computer skills to support the growth of our company in 
the international market.

His operational expertise will provide innovative and pragmatic momentum to the range of 
Arma Plus products.

Arma Plus has a customer-oriented focus and delivers solutions tailored to their 
requirements.

lmontana@armaplus.com

ZWCad,
your drawings reach the 3rd dimension
For some time, Arma Plus has been offering its engineering firm customers a new CAD solution which incorporates the standard 
2D features with 3D visualization for generating plans. We chose this solution both for its technical aspects and its financial 
benefits (the sale price can be divided by 6 compared to conventional solutions). Compatible with market standards (dxf, dwg, 
etc.), ZWCad provides flexibility and meets the highest requirements in terms of performance.
The partnership with ZWSoft guarantees constant customer support and ongoing technology upgrades. Our CAD department is at 
your disposal to present this solution, which is 100% integrated in A+ Software.

Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/ZWSOFT

Director of publication: Jean-Jacques Touya
Editor-in-chief: Thierry Forget
Writer: Jean-Yves Martin
Graphic designer: Martin Verdier
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7, rue du Tonnelier - CP 2 607
44 805 Saint-Herblain Cedex (FRANCE)

Tél. +33 (0)2 40 92 05 54
Fax +33 (0)2 40 92 06 03

email : info@armaplus.com

www.armaplus.fr

Page 5 sur 5

02/03/2015http://news.armaplus.com/newsletter_4/news-decembre2014-uk.html


